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Draft Meeting Summary

1.0 Call to Order
2.0 Public Comment Period — No Comments
3.0 Introductions

4.0 Review and Approve Previous Meeting Summary - Approved with corrections.

Information Items:

5.1 Model Peer Review Committee — Deng Bang L ee provided an overview of the Model
Review process and distributed copies of the Peer Review Committee Meeting SUmmary.
T he Peer Review Committee, composed of modeling experts, was convened on January
25, 2002. T he purpose of the Committee wasto review counter-intuitive modeling
results where volumes on some freeway segmentswere projected to have lower peak-
periodtotal vehicle volumesin the future year 2025 than in the base year 1997. The
Peer Review Committee was asked to review SCAG sevauation and provide answersto
the following questions: 1) IsSCAG s Model based upon state-of-the-practice
transportation modeling methodology? 2) IsSCAG sModel areliabletool for usein the
regional planning process? 3) Are the modeling results consstent with the inputs and
assumptions? 4) What future improvements or enhancements could be made to the
model? The Panel reviewed SCAG sanalysisand findings. The following are the Peer
Review Committee’ s general conclusonsregarding the reliability of SCAG s Regional
Trangportation Model: 1) SCAG s Trangportation Model provides a good example of
sate-of-the-practice modeling techniques and should provide areliable tool for
evaluating the trangportation impacts of regional land use and transportation system
changes, 2) The 2025 regional travel projections are reasonable given the projected
changesin land use, population and employment, 3) SCAG s Transportation Model will
benefit from several current enhancements and the wealth of empirical data now being
collected.

Recommendation: Use backcasting for the next validation. Deng Bang Lee will check into
the availahility of the additional variablesrequired by the new Regional Transportation
Model.

5.2 Regional Cordon Qurvey — Jeff Woodson (Transfo Inc.) and Tom Miller (National
Research Inc.) provided the Task Force a description and a brief update of the Cordon
rvey. The purpose of the Survey isto gather origin/destination, trip purpose,
occupancy, and demographic datafor 17 cordon locations. A total of 184,000 surveys
will be mailed out with an expected return of 46,000 forms (25%). T he Pilot Survey
was conducted on March 12" and the returns are currently being received and processed.
T he expected 5-day turn-around to mailout surveysactually took 10 days. T he delay
was due to problems experienced transmitting the data from Caltransto the DM V.



5.3
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5.5

5.6

R-91 Commuter Survey - Jeff Woodson provided the group an overview of the SR-91
Commuter Survey. The Qurvey isscheduled for the second week of April. The survey
location has been selected (Maple Sreet) and the Committee isworking with Caltransto
obtain the necessary permits.

Model Improvement Project - Keith Killough was selected asthe consultant to
facilitate the Model Improvement Project. T he objectivesof the effort areto 1)
evaluate the previous Model Improvement Program focusing on “lessons learned’, 2)
evaluate and document SCAG sexisting Regional T rangportation Model, 3) identify
future modeling needs, 4) determine future modeling requirements, 5) develop a short-
range improvement program, 6) develop along-range strategic plan to guide the future
direction of the Regional Modeling Program, and 7) initiate a Model Review Panel of
modeling expertsto provide guidance throughout the process.

Recommendation — Include other MPO modeling saff on the Model Review Panel.

Recommendation — Include the Consultants who participated in the previous Model
Improvement Program in the upcoming effort.

Redefinition of the Regional Sreenlines— Mike Ainsaorth provide an overview of the
development of the screenline data needed for the upcoming model validation effort.
Several additional screenlineswill be added in emerging urban areas and areas under-
represented by the current screenline syssem. The count datawill be gathered from the
following sources. Caltrans HPMS LACMT A/SCAG upcoming consultant contract to
gather count data, Caltrans Traffic Census book, and by contacting local jurisdictions.

Recommendation — Members recommended that SCAG begin gathering data needed
for developing a weekend modeling methodology. In the future SCAGwill mogt likely
need a modeling methodology to forecast weekend travel needed for the AQMP and
SP.

Recommendation — Request that ARB gtaff attend the next Modeling Task Force
Meeting to explain their current methodology for estimating weekend traffic volumes
and speeds.

Recommendation — Include gathering weekend traffic countsin the upcoming
MTA/SCAG Sreenline Contract.

Recommendation — Prepare a memorandum to SCAG management explaining next
year’smodeling priorities.

Year 2000 Pogt Census Travel Survey Satus— Paul Burke provided the group an update
of the Travel Survey. Most of the recruitment has been completed and the retrieval
effort isin progress. The Survey isscheduled for completion by June 30, 2002, however
because the data expansion requires census data (scheduled for release this summer) the



project completion will likely be delayed until late summer. The next step oncethe
rvey iscompletedisto develop programsto apply the survey data for modeling
applications.

6.0 Open Discusson and Other Business— No comments

7.0 Shedule and Agenda for Next Meeting— T he next meeting is scheduled for May 22,
2002.

8.0 Adjournment



